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James Moore

Moore lauds
Internet privacy
Industry Minister James Moore
says he would consider supporting a bill that would give Canadians the right to be forgotten on
the Internet.
Moore said Wednesday privacy
and security on the Internet is a
priority and he would consider
supporting a private members
bill. The right of an individual to
have personal records erased
from the Internet is being put into
practice in the European Union.
“It wouldn’t have been imagined six months or a year ago, but
we are certainly paying attention
to the debate that is happening
in Europe and how legislators are
going to react to court decisions,”
Moore said during a panel session
at a meeting of the Canadian
American Business Council.
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Patrons can spend an evening enjoying some wine while learning to paint thanks to a new venture from
Brenda Mahoney, left, and Loretta Gotmy, here in their under-construction Vin Gogh paint-and-sip studio.

Duo’s business venture
may be a first for Canada
d av i d

parker
Around Town

Avery Shenfeld

CIBC foresees
85 cent US loonie
The falling Canadian dollar is
starting to boost exports, but
CIBC’s chief economist says it
will take a decade and an even
lower loonie to rebuild the country’s export sector.
Avery Shenfeld says he’s optimistic about the export picture
in light of robust gains in the past
few months.
But he says a weaker currency
in 2015 could add even more
momentum, especially in nonenergy sectors like machinery
and lumber.
Shenfeld says he expects the
loonie will eventually fall to about
85 cents US, a level needed to
encourage businesses to invest
in facilities to rebuild Canada’s
export base.

Excited. Passionate. Adventurous. Confident. Caring. There’s
no lack of words to describe
Brenda Mahoney and Loretta
Gotmy after hearing them talk
about their new business venture.
They’ve set Wednesday, Oct.
1 for the opening of Vin Gogh,
a paint/sip art and wine studio
where you can enjoy a glass
of good wine while daubing a
canvas with the help of an accomplished artist — a fascinating
concept.
Vin Gogh is the first of its kind
in Calgary, and maybe Canada,
but the business of social art and
socializing has grown so fast in
the United States that today there
are hundreds of franchise operations and independent stores.
Mahoney wandered into one
in Kirkland, Wash., loved it and
returned home full of enthusiasm
to sell her best friend of the past
20 years on the idea of opening a
similar outlet in Calgary.
The friends had discussed
starting a business of their own
for a while as both were out of
work this time last year.
Mahoney has always worked in
marketing.
She had her own marketing and
coaching company and worked in
marketing management positions
with Golder Associates and as
marketing manager with Tervita
until the market went flat and she
was among the casualties.
Gotmy worked for many years
in the travel industry and credits
her time with Roger Jarvis of
Jarvis Travel for understanding

the importance of customer service. She moved on to Uniglobe
— where she met Mahoney who
was marketing its cruise department — and then American
Express before quitting work to
raise a family of three boys.
As her children grew, Gotmy
took courses in reflexology and
yoga therapy and opened her
own yoga studio, which she sold
in 2012 after two successful years.
The two friends had always
been best at gathering others
and creating connections. They
dreamt of starting a “clubhouse”
for women, but who would pay
the rent? They also wanted a
partnership that would be successful enough to also allow them
to fund the non-profit organizations they support.
Room to Read, CQuest and
Kiva Microfunds are among
those focusing on helping women
and children.
They believe Vin Gogh will
help them achieve all of their
goals, but they had to learn a lot
about business along the way.
With the help of Taurus Property
Group they were able to secure
a 1,900-square-foot space in the
7000-block of Macleod Trail
across from Cactus Club. They
then required a lot of guidance
from the Alberta Liquor Control
Board on the type of license required to serve wine and beer.
To serve food they had to install
a full commercial kitchen that
needed ventilation, and there
were decisions to be made on
staff, selecting the right artists, finding people to prepare
the foods and determining the
proper selection of wines.
The two were successful in getting a startup loan from Alberta
Women Entrepreneurs and six
artists have been selected to offer
instruction.

Two young students from
the SAIT Polytechnic Culinary
Campus are full of enthusiasm to
show off their skills and Pacific
Wines & Spirits has prepared a
fine wine list.
Mahoney and Gotmy say they
already have many bookings for
their Heartwork for Women sessions, and corporate functions
booked. They’re looking to expand here and take their customers on B.C. wine tours.
Sounds like fun.
Marg Partridge, who is responsible for education services
at Real Estate Council of Alberta
(RECA), was in Philadelphia on
Wednesday to collect an award at
the ARELLO (Association of Real
Estate License Law Officials) annual conference.
It recognized RECA’s online
Real Estate Update course using innovative technology and
learning activities for its mobilefriendly design that provides real
estate professionals with access
through most tablets and smartphones.
RECA is an independent, nongovernment agency that sets,
regulates and enforces standards
for real estate professionals.
Nominations are open for the
19th Annual Immigrants of Distinction Awards, honouring the
stories of inspiring immigrants
in the areas of arts and culture,
professional achievement, business and community service. It’s
your chance to be on stage at The
Westin Calgary gala on March 6,
2015.
David Parker appears Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday. Read his columns
online at CalgaryHerald.com/Business. He can be reached at 403-8304622 or e-mail info@DavidParker.ca

Corn, soybean harvest fills
silos, erodes farmer prices
Eric Holder

Wall Street facing
a crackdown
U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder is bearing down on Wall
Street, warning of charges
against individual bankers and
pushing for bigger rewards for
executives who come forward
with evidence of financial crime.
“A corporation may enter a
guilty plea and still see its stock
price rise the next day. But an
individual who is found guilty of a
serious fraud crime is most likely
going to prison,” Holder said
Wednesday.
Holder called for a new law to
boost rewards for whistleblowers who provide evidence of
wrongdoing. He also said that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
needs more forensic accountants
to pursue misconduct.

Shruti Date Singh
and Jeff Wilson
Bloomberg
CHICAGO — The record U.S. corn
and soybean harvest this year has
farmers wondering where they’re
going to put it all.
The anticipated 18.3 billion bushels
of the two commodities is sure to
overwhelm farmers’ storage silos
capable of holding only 13 billion
bushels, the U.S. Agriculture Department estimates. That means growers
will have to sell crops early rather
than wait for higher prices.
This year’s shortfall in storage is
likely to be the biggest since 2010,
even after farmers boosted capacity
to a 25-year high. That means farmers
may miss out on higher prices —
if they could hold onto corn until
May 2015, they would get six per
cent more, or 20.5 cents a bushel,
over deliveries in December 2014,
futures markets show.
The bumper crop will boost profit
for big agriculture companies, according to Ken Zaslow, a BMO
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Near perfect growing conditions led to a great soybean and corn
harvest and farmers are going to have a tough time storing it all.
Capital Markets analyst. The basis,
the difference between local cash
prices and futures for the month
closest to delivery, has weakened
in the Southern U.S., where the harvest has already started. A weaker
basis, which means cash prices are

below futures, is positive for agribusinesses.
“The upcoming large corn crop
likely will overburden on-farm storage capacity and force farmers to
sell at a significantly lower basis,”
Zaslow said in a recent report.
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Argent Egy Trst
2.02
ARC Resources
30.74
Athabasca
6.44
Bankers Petroleum 5.87
Baytex Energy
44.47
Bellatrix
7.43
Birchcliff
11.92
BlackPearl
2.10
Bonterra Energy
61.41
Bonavista Energy 13.23
Cdn Natural
45.34
Cdn Oil Sands
21.68
Canacol Energy
6.42
Cenovus
32.89
Cequence Energy 1.99
Crescent Point
42.10
Crew Energy
10.23
DeeThree Expl.
9.99
Encana
24.75
Enerplus
21.60
Gran Tierra
6.63
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33.18
Imperial Oil
55.72
Kelt Exploration 12.85
Legacy Oil
6.83
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4.88
Lightstream Res
5.50
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36.61
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61.05
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13.31
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6.26
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1.88
Peyto Explor.
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10.30
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7.52
Suncor Energy
43.04
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Surge
7.72
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10.42
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14.00
Tourmaline
50.92
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7.17
Trilogy Energy
27.08
Twin Butte
1.72
Vermilion
66.01
Whitecap
17.20
Industrials
Agrium
102.50
Alaris Rylty
33.17
AltaGas
50.50
ATCO
45.58
Badger Daylight 27.35
Black Diamond
27.22
Boardwalk REIT 68.32
Brookfield Res.
22.59
Calfrac Well
18.55
Cdn Energy Serv. 9.83
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229.81
Cdn Utilities
39.74
CanElson Drill. Inc. 7.03
Canexus
4.84
Canyon Services 14.69
Central Fund
14.25
Cervus Equip
19.43
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12.00
DirectCash
16.27
Enbridge
54.23
Enerflex
19.28
EnerVest
12.64
Ensign Energy
14.71
Essential Engy Srv 2.59
Freehold Rylties
24.11
Gamehost
16.30
Gibson Energy
36.26
Horizon North
5.59
Inter Pipeline
37.05
Keyera
94.71
Mainstreet Eqty 40.90
Mullen Group
26.42
Newalta Corp.
22.60
Nrthrn Prpty
28.37
Pason Systems
32.79
Pembina Pipeline 51.50
PHX Energy Serv. 13.54
Precision Drilling 12.57
Savanna Energy
7.19
Secure Energy
24.40
Shaw Comm.
28.34
Superior Plus
14.05
Total Energy
20.51
TransAlta
12.12
TransAlta Renew. 11.67
TransCanada
58.86
Trican Well
14.10
Trinidad Drilling
8.72
Veresen
17.88
Western Energy
9.85
WestJet
33.05
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Positions in the Calgary 100
are determined primarily by market capitalization.
The listings are reviewed periodically and are
subject to change.

